


 
 

 

LAWRENCE PARKS AND RECREATION 

 COVID-19 GUIDELINES 
GUIDELINES FOR INDIVIDUALS & STAFF 

• All staff members and visitors to any Parks and Recreation facility will be required to have their temperatures 

taken upon entering any facility.  Any person whose temperature reading is 100.3 degrees and above will NOT 

be allowed to proceed into the facility.  Body thermometers have been purchased for every facility and will be 

located at the main entrance each facility.   

• Masks/face coverings must be worn at all times while in the facility by everyone entering any facility. This 

includes staff, instructors, participants, spectators, coaches, officials.   

• Masks/face coverings will be worn during all programs, classes, exercising using weightlifting and cardio 

equipment, track usage, playing basketball, volleyball, and other sports inside the facility. 

• Spectators and participants are required to social distance and wear face masks/coverings. 

• Staff also are required to wear face masks/coverings.  Plexiglass dividers have been added to the front counter 

areas of all facilities, providing an additional barrier between staff and public when conducting business. 

• Adherence to all CDC and Lawrence-Douglas County Public Health guidelines including six (6) feet of social 

distancing (10 feet preferred). 

• If a participant feels sick or has someone in their circle of friends and/or family, it is requested the participant 

stays home. 

• Individuals that are considered to be in an “at risk” category (based on CDC guidelines) are requested to stay 

home. 



 
 

 

• Teams/participants/spectators/users of all Parks and Recreation facilities will follow KDHE requirements 

regarding restrictions from the travel quarantine list, as well as those who attended/traveled to out-of-state 

mass gatherings events of 500 people or greater on or after August 11.  Those individuals will not be allowed 

access to Parks and Recreation facilities unless Kansas quarantine requirements are met. 

• Only players/teams traveling from adjacent counties to Douglas County are allowed (Jefferson, Shawnee, 

Leavenworth, Douglas, Johnson, Osage, Franklin, Miami) are allowed to participate in tournaments. 

• No free play soccer, basketball, volleyball will be allowed.  Court/turf rentals will be allowed. 

• Free play pickleball will be allowed because of the ability to social distance during play. 

• Wellness area (cardio, track, weights) will be open to the public. 

• Water fountains will only be available to fill water bottles.  

• No free play equipment will be available to the public. 

 

BEFORE ACTIVITIES 

• Be symptom free for at least 14 days prior to any activity. 

• Participants are requested to stay home if they feel sick or do not feel well. 

• Travel & Exposure – Those individuals who have traveled to the states listed on the Kansas Department of 

Health and Environment (KDHE) travel quarantine list or been in large gatherings of 500 or more out of state 

must quarantine for 14 days after their arrival to Kansas. 

• Children under (12) not playing are requested to stay at home. 

• Each participant will be allowed two spectators to attend a program/game/event.  A spectators list will be 

created/provided by staff/tournament organizers for league games/tournament play prior to a game for 



 
 

 

frontline staff to check guests in. Spectators will leave immediately following the conclusion of the game 

being played by their participant. 

• All entrants will be asked to be aware and disclose any potential contacts with affected individuals they may 

have had before fully entering facility.  

• There will be an increased frequency of cleaning chairs/tables/door handles/counter tops and other high-touch 

areas within facilities. 

• There will be an increased number of hand sanitizer dispensers throughout facilities. 

 

DURING ACTIVITIES  

• All teams and spectators will be able to enter the facility 30 minutes prior to their games.  People arriving 

early will not be allowed to enter. This allows staff time to clean the bleachers, equipment, and other areas 

between games. 

• Masks/face coverings are required to be worn by all staff, coaches, and participants.  Participants and coaches 

must wear masks during play. 

• No ‘camping’ (team gathering) will be permitted in the facility, before after or between games. 

• There will be limited use of bleachers and fixed seating.  No lawn chairs permitted on the courts.  Spectators 

must be 6 feet apart, 10’ desired from others unless they are family members. 

• The number of people in the facility will be monitored and will limit entrance if capacity is met.  

• The concession areas will be closed in all facilities. 

• Eating will not be allowed inside any Parks and Recreation facilities  

• No handshakes after games. 

• Teams will not be allowed to share water bottles. All individuals will be instructed to bring their own.  

 

• Sports balls will be wiped down before each game, at each timeout, at halftime and after each game. 

 



 
 

 

• Games will be scheduled further apart to allow teams to leave the facility and staff the time to disinfect the 

bleachers and other areas. 

 

• Tournament organizers/Parks and Recreation staff will be responsible for monitoring compliance throughout 

the facility. 

 

• All staff members are screened with questions about travel, health, temperature and contact with anyone who 

has tested positive for COVID-19. 

 

• Anyone not abiding by guidelines outlined in this document, including social distancing will be asked to leave 

the premises if they are not willing to comply. 

 

• After each game has ended, we are asking all spectators, players, and coaches to leave the facility 

immediately.   

 
 

SAFETY TIPS FOR PARTICIPANTS/VISITORS TO FACILITIES 

• If you are feeling even slightly under the weather or you are running a fever, please stay home. 

• Wash your hands for at least 20 seconds after using the restroom and before eating. 

• Avoid touching your face. 

• Sneeze or cough into your arm, not your hands. 

• Avoid shaking hands and high-fives. 

• Avoid drinking from the same cup or bottle as someone else. 

• People over 60 years old and anyone with a compromised immune system or serious, chronic medical 

condition (like heart disease, diabetes, or lung disease) should avoid crowds as much as possible. 

 



 

 

 

The Lawrence Parks and Recreation Department is dedicated to the health and safety 
of our entire community, including our staff members and patrons.  As COVID-19 is an 
ongoing global pandemic, the safety and health strategies employed are beneficial to 
individuals at LPRD facilities and for the community at large. 
 
MASKS  
 

Masks must cover the nose and mouth, and are required to be worn at all times while 
inside LPRD facilities for individuals 5 years and older.  Face shields, bandanas, and 
neck gaiters are not approved substitutes for masks.  Masks do not need to be worn in 
the following circumstances: 

• For individuals 4 years and younger 
• When temporarily consuming food or drink 

 

Individuals wearing a mask improperly (not covering the nose and mouth) will be given 

a warning.  If the issue persists, that individual will be asked to leave the facility. 

Individuals who are unwilling to wear a mask will be unable to stay in the facility and will 

be asked to leave.  Non-compliance with this or other policies may result in a 30-day 

ban from a facility.  Assistance from law enforcement may be requested for 

disturbances.  

 




